The Chains of Eleuthera to Revitalize Communities. 
The Department of Justice statistics show that there are more than 5 million adults on probation/ parole and living in our neighborhoods. Roughly, we are talking about one in forty-five adults that are supervised by corrections for committing a felony (or misdemeanor) offense. After paying the debt to society by serving 1-2 years in a correctional facility we find that Hispanic, African-American and White young adult male offenders (less than 25 years) will return home unprepared to tackle the realities of living in a high-technology world community.  Figure 1 represents the re-arrests percentages for these young drug offenders after 1-36 months of release from incarceration in 1994. The straight trend line indicates a strong positive association between release months and chance of parole/probation failure.

Even in 2010, most (>50%) male offenders released from correctional facilities will fail correctional supervision in 3 years of release. 
How is your state responding to the recidivism? The Chains of Eleuthera suggest that the “what works” ethos of Gendreau and others which provide another way to manage correctional bureaucracies and save our communities. 
We know from statistical data and testimonials of offenders that literacy and marketable job skills combine to produce true freedom through work, family support and community contribution. The destabilizing effects on neighborhoods by male offenders coming out of prison and without 21st century survival skills (literacy, job preparation, family support), is discussed by the Urban Institute Reentry Roundtable. 
The disagreements about how to help communities with offenders that are fail parole/probation that can result in re-incarceration. The “get tough” and retributive justice goals governing corrections for a long time, is losing public support, costly and not working. There is the Cloud of Uncertainty for ethnic minority male offenders that return home with the same literacy skills and job skills they had when entering jail/prison. These questions are common: What am I going to do now; and, how will I feed my children. Self-esteem issues haunt offenders during post-release regarding education, work and family.
	

	
	
	


[bookmark: _GoBack]Read more in the book, Eleuthera: Improve Corrections and Save Our Communities (www.kagl.info).  

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	







Source: US Department of Justice, Bureau of Justice Statistics, Recidivism Rates                                           Data for 15 states in 1994. 





Rearrest of Drug Offenders              <25 years 
Rearrest	y = 0.0123x + 0.3826
R² = 0.7779,  r=0.8819
y = 0.1657ln(x) + 0.1694
R² = 0.9549,  r= 0.9771
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